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EDITORIAL STATEMENT 

Foreign Affairs represents an effort to meet what we believe to 
be a real need. There are in America today excellent reviews of a 
general nature in which one can often find articles dealing with 
international topics. There are also special reviews devoted to 
such subjects as history or economics or international law, which 
likewise discuss current questions. And there are more popular 
periodicals, some of which treat exclusively of matters relating to 
foreign lands. We believe, however, that there is a place as yet 
unfilled for a review whose dominant purpose is to promote the 
discussion of current questions of international interest and to 
serve as the natural medium for the' expression of the best 
thought, not only of this country, but of Europe when it wishes to 
address itself on these topics to the American public. The 
Journal of International Relations has for several years striven to 
supply this want and has printed many valuable articles. We 
have taken over its inheritance and good will and are appealing 
to a wider public. 

In pursuance of its ideals Foreign Affairs will not devote itself 
to the support of any one cause, however worthy. Like the 
Council on Foreign Relations from which it has sprung it will 
tolerate wide differences of opinion. Its articles will not represent 
any consensus of beliefs. What is demanded of them is that they 
shall be competent and well informed, representing honest 
opinions seriously held and convincingly expressed. We do not 
expect that readers of the review will sympathize with all the 
sentiments they find there, for some of our writers will flatly 
disagree with others; but we hold that while keeping clear of mere 
vagaries Foreign Affairs can do more to guide American public 
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opinion by a broad hospitality to divergent ideas than it can by 
identifying itself with one school. It does not accept responsi- 
bility for the views expressed in any article, signed or unsigned, 
which appear in its pages. What it does accept is the responsi- 
bility for giving them a chance to appear there. 

A. C. C. 



The articles in Foreign Affairs will deal with questions of inter- 
national interest today. They will cover a broad range of subjects, not 
only political but historical and economic, and they will be accompanied, 
when it is desirable, by maps and diagrams. Technical articles will be 
left to more special magazines. There will be numerous foreign con- 
tributors, but the fact that the interest and profit of the American 
reader are a first consideration will not be forgotten. It is planned to 
have in each number a study of some subject based on a review of 
recent books, following a practice which has been long and ably main- 
tained in certain English periodicals since before the days of Macaulay 
but which has found few imitators in the United States. On the other 
hand, owing to the large number of satisfactory current bibliographies 
and book reviews, it has not seemed worth while merely to add more of 
the standard kind. Instead, Foreign Affairs will contain a selected bibli- 
ography with a brief comment on the nature of each book. This will 
furnish the reader with the titles of the more important works dealing 
with international questions which have appeared in the last few months, 
together with an indication in each case which will aid him in deciding 
whether he wishes to follow the subject further. Finally, there will be a 
rather extensive list of recent official publications in the same field. 
It will be in two parts, the first describing documents which have been 
officially printed in accessible form, the second noting those which 
though official in matter must be sought, for the present, in magazines 
and newspapers. 



